
TOWN OF WILTON
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT

 Tuesday, June 8, 2010
Monday, June 14, 2010
TO:  Dennis Brown, a Constable of the Town of Wilton, in the County of Franklin and State of Maine.
GREETINGS:


In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Wilton in said County and State qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to meet at the Town Office in said town on Tuesday, the 8th day of June AD 2010 at
9 o’clock in the forenoon, then and there to act upon Article 1 and by secret ballot on Article 2 as set out below, the polling hours therefore to be from 9 o’clock in the forenoon until 8 o’clock in the evening;

And to notify and warn said inhabitants to meet at the Academy Hill School Cafeteria in said town on Monday, the 14th day of June, 2010 at 6:30 o’clock in the evening, then and there to act on Articles 3 through 53 as set out below, to wit:

ARTICLE 1:  To elect a MODERATOR to preside at said meeting and to vote by written ballot.

ARTICLE 2:  To elect all MUNICIPAL OFFICERS and SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEMBERS as are required to be elected.

ARTICLE 3:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen, following a public hearing, to dispose of tax acquired property in any manner the Selectmen deem to be in the best interest of the town and to execute quitclaim deeds for such property.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
ARTICLE 4:  To see if the Town will vote that the first half of Real and Personal Property Taxes be due and payable on November 5, 2010 and that the second half of Real and Personal Property Taxes be due and payable on May 4, 2011 and that interest at the rate of 7.0% per annum be charged on the unpaid balance beginning November 6, 2010 and May 5, 2011. (Note;  Per Title 36, M.R.S.A. Section 505.4, the maximum rate of interest that can be charged is 7%; the Treasurer of State sets this rate each year.)

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
ARTICLE 5:  To see if the Town, in accordance with 36 M.R.S.A. Section 506, will authorize the Tax Collector and Town Treasurer to accept prepayment of taxes not yet committed and to pay no interest thereon.


Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
ARTICLE 6:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to accept, on behalf of the Town, unconditional and conditional gifts of money or property excluding roads, rights of way, and easements.  
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
ARTICLE 7:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate 100% of the refund of Snowmobile Registrations, received annually from the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, to the Woodland Wanderers Snowmobile Club for maintaining trails and bridges.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
ARTICLE 8:  Shall the Town vote to amend the Town of Wilton Zoning Ordinance as follows:

Article 5.15 Signs

No sign requiring a permit shall be erected, enlarged, or relocated without a sign permit issued by the Code Enforcement Officer upon finding that the sign complies with the requirements of this article.  No sign may be displayed along a state highway that is in violation of Maine State Law and Maine DOT regulations and policies.  

1.  Business Use Signs must be on premise


A.  Business Use Signs require a sign permit issued by the Code Enforcement Officer unless listed as no permit required. 


B.  Business Use Signs that are free standing are limited to 32 sqft in size (64 sqft if double sided).  The height limit for Business Use Signs is 25 feet above grade.  Business Use Signs may be illuminated internally or by shielded lights directed at the sign.  Signs must be located within 1000 feet of the principal building where the business is carried on or practiced.  Free Standing signs are limited to one per business.


C.  Inflatable Signs, Tethered Balloons, Sale Banners, and Pennants:  limited to 4 events per business per year and a total of 30 calendar days per year.  Tethered Balloons are restricted to a 100 foot height limit.   No permit required. 


D.  Wall and Roof Signs cannot exceed the existing area of the wall or roof that the sign will be attached to and are limited to no more than 10 feet in height above the wall or roof. 


E.  Canopies over fuel islands shall only advertise fuel or fuel products. 


F.  Non-flickering neon lights are allowed only in window signs and only in the Commercial and Downtown Village Zones.  No permit required. 


G.  Projecting awning signs may extend from the building by no more than 4 feet from the building and may not extend beyond the curb.


H.  A kiosk is required if more than 2 businesses are located on the property.  The kiosk size is limited to 80 sqft (160 sqft if double sided).  


I.  Sandwich Board signs are allowed in all zones.  There is a 6 foot height limit and a 2 foot width limit.  These signs may only be displayed during business hours and must be brought into the building at the close of each business day.  The limit is one sandwich board sign per business. 


J.  Business flags are limited to 2 per premise no larger than 15 sqft/flag.
2.  Home Occupation Use Signs must be on premise


A.  Home Occupation Use Signs require a sign permit issued by the Code Enforcement Officer.


B.  Home Occupation Use Signs are limited to one sign per premise and 6 sqft in size, (12 sqft if double sided).


C.  Home Occupation Use Signs may not be illuminated.

3.  Regulations for all signs:


A.  Discontinued signs must be removed within 60 days after the closing of the business by either the business or property owner. Nonconforming sign supports must also be removed within 60 days of the closing of the business. 


B.  Signs may not be located on utility poles, unless approved by the utility; rocks, trees or other natural features, or, any traffic control sign.  Signs regulating hunting, fishing, and trespassing may be located on natural features according to Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or other applicable state regulations.


C.  Signs shall be prohibited if they attempt or appear to attempt to direct the movement of traffic or if they interfere with, imitate, or resemble any official traffic sign, signal, or device.  Signs may not prevent the driver of a vehicle from having a clear and unobstructed view of official signs and approaching or merging traffic.  Signs may not have flashing or moving lights or moving parts.   So called changeable signs must conform to Title 23, M.R.S.A. section 11-A.


D.  Approach signs for businesses on a private way located more than 1000 feet from the nearest public way or is not visible to traffic from the nearest public way may erect no more than 2 approach signs with a total surface area not to exceed 32 square feet per sign.  These signs are to be located outside of the public right-of-way limits within 300 feet of the intersection of the public and private way and on the land owned by the business they advertise. 

4. Allowable off-premise signs outside of the right-of-way.   No Permit Required.


A.  Political Signs:  No limit on the number of signs.  May not be erected more than 6 weeks prior to the voting date and must be removed within 1 week after the voting date.   Political signs are limited to 32 square feet in size per sign (64 sqft if double sided).  No political signs may be placed on any town property and may not be placed within the boundaries of a cemetery.  Political signs may not interfere with traffic visibility at intersections.   


B.  Signs for the growers of agricultural products erected between May 1st and December 31st, including Christmas trees and wreaths, maple syrup, etc are limited to 4 signs within 5 miles of the sales area.  The sizes of off-premise agricultural product signs are limited to 8 sqft per sign, may only be displayed while the product is available and must be directional in nature.  Agricultural signs may only be displayed on private property with the owner’s written permission and must be placed a minimum of 33 feet from the center line of a road.  The maximum number of signs is 4 off-premise and 2 on-premise.  A grower of agricultural products who sells from a location that fronts on a numbered state highway may not erect any off-premise signs adjacent to that numbered state highway. 


C.  Signs showing the place and time of services or meeting of in-town religious and civic organizations are limited to 4 signs for each organization.  The size limit is 24 by 30 inches.  

5.  Signs allowed with no limit on size or quantity.  No permit required


A.  Government and traffic signs.


B.  Memorial signs.


C.  Signs on registered and inspected motor vehicles and rolling stock of common carriers, unless trying to circumvent the intent of this ordinance.  Circumnavigation shall include, but not be limited to, signs which are continuously in the same location or signs that extend beyond the height, width or length of the vehicle.  


D.  Garage sale signs.  Cannot be erected more than 2 days prior to the sale and must be removed within one day after the sale.


E.  Hand held signs.


F.  Public and private safety signs. 

6.  Real Estate Sales and/or Rental Signs – no permit required


Two signs per premise are allowed.  No off premise real estate signs are allowed.  Real estate signs for private residential units are limited to 3 sqft in size.  Real estate for commercial property shall be limited to 32 sq ft.  Real estate signs must be removed within one week of the sale or rental of the property. 

7.  Contractor signs – no permit required


Contractor signs may be displayed on a customer’s property while the contractor is engaged in working on the property and must be removed at the completion of the job.  Contractor signs shall be limited one 3 sqft sign per property. 

8.  Temporary signs advertising a community or civic activity shall be allowed with a 60 day time limit.  One such sign shall be allowed per premise and no permit is required.  The size limit shall be the same as for Business Use Signs. 

9.   Signs in the Shoreland Zones:  The following provisions shall govern the use of signs in the Resource Protection, Stream Protection, Limited Residential Zones:

(1)
Signs relating to goods and services sold on the premises shall be allowed, provided that such signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area and shall not exceed two (2) signs per premises. In the Limited Commercial District, however, such signs shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area. Signs relating to goods or services not sold or rendered on the premises shall be prohibited.

(2)
Name signs are allowed, provided such signs shall not exceed two (2) signs per premises, and shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in the aggregate.

(3)
Residential users may display a single sign not over three (3) square feet in area relating to the sale, rental, or lease of the premises.

(4)
Signs relating to trespassing and hunting shall be allowed without restriction as to number provided that no such sign shall exceed two (2) square feet in area.

(5)
Signs relating to public safety shall be allowed without restriction.

(6)
No sign shall extend higher than twenty (20) feet above the ground.

(7)
Signs may be illuminated only by shielded, non-flashing lights.

10.  
Definitions

For the purposes of this Article, the following certain terms and words are hereby defined as follows.  The definition of “Sign” is found in Article 8 of the Zoning Ordinance.

Awning Sign: A sign placed on, affixed, or incorporated onto the surface of an awning.

Government Sign: A sign erected and maintained pursuant to and in discharge of any governmental functions or require by law, ordinance or other governmental regulation.

Memorial Sign: A sign-tablet, or plaque memorializing a person, event, structure or site.

Sandwich Board Sign: A two-faced sign in an A-frame configuration placed temporarily during business hours on a sidewalk or street frontage.

Sign Supports: Posts, poles or other structural members that support a sign.

Traffic Sign: An official route marker, warning sign, sign directing traffic to or from a community, or a sign regulating traffic, which has been erected by officers having jurisdiction over the public way.

The Planning Board Recommends:  Yes
ARTICLE 9:  Shall the Town vote to amend the Town of Wilton Zoning Ordinance Article 5.18 as follows:

5.18 Transmission Towers, Windmills, and Wind Energy Systems

A. Transmission Towers

1. Setbacks.  A transmission tower allowed under Section 5.14 must be located such that its distance from all property lines is at least equal to the height of the tower and any antenna structures that extend above the top of the tower, plus ten feet.  The Code Enforcement Officer may modify or waive this requirement where necessary to accommodate the reasonable operation of a federally licensed amateur radio station.

2. Abandonment/Decommissioning.  A transmission tower that has not been utilized for twelve consecutive months and fallen into disrepair may be deemed abandoned, and shall be removed by the facility owner/operator within 120 days of receipt of notice from the Town. The Town may require that the owner/operator post a performance guaranty in order to assure funds for tower removal and site restoration in case of abandonment or other cessation of operations.

B. Windmills

1. Wind powered systems that convert wind energy to mechanical energy for the pumping of water for agricultural or other uses are considered accessory structures, and may be permitted by the Code Enforcement Officer if the system is 35 feet or less in height at its greatest extent.  Systems taller than 35 feet in height require Planning Board review and approval.

2. A windmill tower must be located such that its distance from all property lines is at least equal to the height of the structure at its greatest extent, plus ten feet.

C. Small Wind Energy Systems (SWES)

1. Definition.  Small wind energy systems have a generating capacity of 100kW or less, and are intended primarily for the generation of electrical power for on-site use.  A SWES is typically composed of a wind turbine (blades, generator, tail), a tower or roof mount for support, and associated controls and conversion electronics.
2. Site and System Dimensional Requirements.

a. Minimum site area.  Minimum site area for a SWES shall be one-half acre unless the system is roof mounted.  Each additional free standing SWES shall require an additional two acres.  No more than three SWES are allowed on any one lot regardless of area.

b. Safety setbacks.  A SWES shall be set back at least the total system height at its maximum extent, plus ten feet, from the nearest property line, public road, or public utility line.

c. Visual impact.  A SWES shall not be placed so as to make a significant adverse impact on an important local scenic view, as defined by the most recent Comprehensive Plan for the Town of Wilton.

3. System Design Requirements.

a. Mount structures.  

1) For a free-standing system, the mounting tower and its ground installations (foundations, anchors) shall be designed and constructed to adequately support both the weight and the operational stresses of the SWES.  

2) Roof or building-mounted systems shall have mounting/attachment systems designed and constructed to adequately support both the weight and the operational stresses of the SWES.  

b. Safety.  

1) All associated electrical and control equipment shall be labeled and secured to prevent unauthorized access.

2) The SWES shall be installed so that no step bolts or ladders are less than 12 feet above ground, to prevent public access.  

3) The blades of a free standing SWES shall have a minimum clearance of 25 feet from the ground.

4) All on-site electrical wiring to or from the SWES shall be installed underground, except for necessary tie-ins to public utility poles, towers, or lines.

5) The SWES shall not cause audible noise in excess of 5 dBA, or low frequency noise in excess of 20 dBC, above ambient, non-operating noise levels as measured at the nearest property line.

6) SWES shall be equipped with both manual and automatic over-speed controls.

7) The SWES shall be located and operated in such a way that it will not disrupt the transmission or reception of electromagnetic signals beyond the site.  If a SWES can be demonstrated to cause disruptive interference beyond its site, the system operator shall promptly eliminate the interference or cease operation of the system.
c. Visual appearance.

1) No signs are permitted on the SWES or its mounting except those appropriate for manufacturer or installer identification and information, or for safety warnings.

2) No SWES or its mounting shall be lighted unless required by the FAA.

4. Abandonment.  A SWES that has not generated electricity for twelve consecutive months and fallen into disrepair may be deemed abandoned, and shall be removed by the property owner within 120 days of receipt of notice from the Town.
D. Large Wind Energy Systems (LWES)

1. Definition. Large wind energy systems have a generating capacity greater than 100kW, and are intended primarily for the commercial generation of electrical power.  More than one LWES on one or adjacent sites constitutes a wind farm.  A LWES is typically composed of a wind turbine (blades, generator, tail), a tower mount for support, and associated controls and conversion electronics.

2. Special Considerations.  Given the potential long-term impact of large wind energy systems on the Town and its environment, the Planning Board may use the provisions of Section 6.3 of this ordinance to require an escrow fund or other performance guaranty from the applicant to pay for independent engineering, consulting, or legal studies or reviews of the proposed project.  Such studies may include, but are not limited to: 1) pre-construction studies of the impact of the proposed project on the environment, wildlife, habitat, or noise levels, and 2) post-construction studies to monitor and address any negative impacts with respect to the environment or public health and safety.

3. Site Requirements.

a. Setbacks. A LWES must have a minimum setback of 1.5 times its maximum height from the nearest property line, publicly traveled road, or public utility line, and a minimum setback of 13 times its maximum height from the nearest occupied structure existing at the time of submission of the site plan.

b. Visual impact.  A LWES shall not be placed so as to make a significant adverse impact on an important local scenic view, as defined by the most recent Comprehensive Plan for the Town of Wilton.

4. System Design Requirements.

a. Safety.

1) All associated electrical and control equipment shall be labeled and secured to prevent unauthorized access.

2) The LWES shall be installed so that no step bolts or ladders are less than 15 feet above ground, to prevent public access.  

3) The blades of a free standing LWES shall have a minimum clearance of 25 feet from the ground.

4) All on-site electrical wiring to or from the LWES shall be installed underground, except for necessary tie-ins to public utility poles, towers, or lines.

5) LWES shall be equipped with both manual and automatic over-speed controls.

b. Visual appearance.

1) The LWES shall be of a solid, neutral, non-reflective color, such as off-white or light gray. 2) No signs are permitted on the LWES or its mounting except those appropriate for manufacturer or installer identification and information, or for safety warnings.

      3) No LWES or its mounting shall be lighted unless required by the FAA.

5.   Public Health and Safety

a. Noise.  The LWES shall not cause audible noise in excess of 5 dBA, or low frequency noise in excess of 20 dBC, above ambient, non-operating noise levels as measured at the nearest property line.

b. Shadow Flicker/Reflections.  A LWES shall be designed and sited such that shadow flicker/reflections (changes in light intensity or shadows on the ground or structures caused by LWES blade rotation) shall not affect an off-site occupied structure for more than 10 hours per year.

c. Electromagnetic Interference.  The LWES shall be located and operated in such a way that it will not disrupt the transmission or reception of electromagnetic signals beyond the site. 

d.  If a LWES can be demonstrated to cause excessive noise, excessive shadow flicker at an affected structure, or disruptive electromagnetic interference beyond its site, the system operator shall promptly take steps to eliminate the problem or cease operation of the system.

e. An owner of property adjacent to the LWES site may waive any applicable noise, signal transmission, or shadow flicker/reflection restrictions by entering into a legal agreement with the LWES developer.  A copy of any such agreement(s) must be provided to the Planning Board.

6.   Abandonment/Decommissioning.  A LWES that has not generated electricity for twelve consecutive months and fallen into disrepair may be deemed abandoned, and shall be removed by the facility owner/operator within 120 days of receipt of notice from the Town. The Town may require that the owner/operator post a performance guaranty in order to assure funds for turbine removal and site restoration in case of abandonment or other cessation of operations of the facility. 

Proposed additions to Table A, Outdoor Resource Base Uses

Use

R1
R2 
F&F
LRes
Com
DV
Ind
SProt
RProt



SWES

PB
PB
PB
PB
PB
PB
PB
PB
No

LWES

No
No
No
No
No
No
PB
No
No
The Planning Board recommends:  Yes.

ARTICLE 10:  Shall the Town vote to amend the Town of Wilton Zoning Ordinance as follows:

Article 6.4

5.
Surface Water Drainage: Adequate provisions shall be made for surface drainage so that removal of surface waters will not adversely affect neighboring properties, downstream conditions, or the public storm drainage system.  On-site retention and/or absorption shall be utilized to minimize discharges whenever possible.  All drainage calculations shall be based on a ten-year storm frequency.

The Project must be designed in conformance with the following, if they apply:


Maine Stormwater Management Law and Maine Stormwater regulations (Title 38 M.R.S.A. 420-D AND 060960 CMR 500 AND 502.


Maine DEP allocations for allowable levels of phosphorus on lake/pond watersheds in the Shoreland Zones.


Maine Pollution Discharge Elimination System Stormwater Program requirements. 

The Planning Board recommends: Yes
ARTICLE 11:  Shall the Town will Vote to amend the Town of Wilton Street Standards Ordinance as follows:

Section III. Applicability

B. Reconstruction:  Reconstruction of a private street shall be consistent with Section VI and Section VII only if it is to be accepted as a town way or is a private street serving a new subdivision.  

K.  The following design standards apply according to street classification:

Description





Privately Owned Street

Minimum pavement width/




20 feet (if paved)

Travelway

Minimum pavement radii




25 feet (if paved)

At intensections/travelway

Q. Common Driveways:

2.  The following design and construction standards shall apply to common driveways.

Minimum Travel Width



12 feet  20 feet

T. Culverts

Culverts shall be of aluminized Type II steel construction; have a minimum gauge of 16, and a minimum diameter of 15inches; or shall be of polyethylene double wall (n-12) corrugated outside with smooth interior and a minimum diameter of 12 inches.  Culverts may be of aluminized Type II steel construction with a minimum gauge of 16 and a minimum diameter of 15 inches, if approved by the Road Foreman. All Culverts shall have a minimum length of 30 feet for all uses or for any parcel of land on which a new structure will be built; shall be installed so as not to interfere with the existing road drainage; and shall be covered with an amount of gravel equal to or exceeding the diameter of the installed culvert.  Culverts shall be sized based on the 25 year storm.

The Planning Board recommends: Yes
ARTICLE 12:   Shall the Town vote to change property owned by Skyline Real Estate Services and identified as Map 5, Lot 94 from the Industrial Zone to the Downtown Village Zone at the request of the owner.

The Planning Board Recommends:  Yes
Note:  This is the site of the former Forster Building.
ARTICLE 13:  Shall the Town vote to change property owned by June Haggan and identified as Map 28, Lot 57 B from the Commercial Zone to the Farm and Forest Zone at the request of the owner.

The Planning Board Recommends: Yes
ARTICLE 14:  Shall the Town vote to amend Article 5.27 Rear Lots of the Town of Wilton Zoning Ordinance as follows:

Article 5.27 Rear Lots

E.  Commercial Lots:  Lots in the Commercial Zone that do not have the required frontage may be built upon for commercial uses provided the requirements of Article 5.27 A are met.

The Planning Board Recommends:  Yes.
ARTICLE 15:  To see if the Town will VOTE BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT TO INCREASE THE PROPTERTY TAX LEVY LIMIT of $1,544,634.00 established for Wilton by State law in the event that the budget approved in the following articles will result in a tax commitment that is greater than that property tax levy limit.

Selectmen Recommend:  Yes 

ARTICLE 16:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Selectmen and Overseers compensation and expenses.


Adopted 2009-10:  $8,895

Proposed Budget 2010-11:   $8,450

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend: 


$6,000
ARTICLE 17:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Assessing activities.


Adopted 2009-10:  $32,600

Proposed Budget 2010-11:   $32,600

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:


$32,600

ARTICLE 18:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Planning and Appeals Board activities.


Adopted 2009-10:  $3,520

Proposed Budget 2010-11:  
$3,420

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend: 


$3,000
ARTICLE 19:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for General Government Administration.


Adopted 2009-10:  $259,816
      
 Proposed Budget 2010-11:  $257,792

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend: 
     
      
$253,792
Note:  This article provides funds for the overall administration of government.  It includes Town Office staff and all related administrative charges and expenses.  
ARTICLE 20:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the General Government Building Account.


Adopted 2009-10:  $9,990

Proposed Budget 2010-11: 
$9,100

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$8,600
Note:  This article provides funds for the operation and maintenance of the Town Office.

ARTICLE 21:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for expenses associated with owning the property at 24 School Street.

Adopted 2009-10:  $2,320
  
Proposed Budget 2010-11: $1,500

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  
          $1,500
ARTICLE 22:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Contingent and Legal Account.


Adopted 2009-10:  $11,000

Proposed Budget 2010-11: 
$10,000


Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend: 


$  8,000
Note:  This article provides for funding for town legal expenses, advertising and any unanticipated/unexpected expenses.

ARTICLE 23:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Insurance Account.


Adopted 2009-10:  


Proposed Budget 2010-11: 
$65,890

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend: 


$65,890

Note:  This article provides for the Town’s Liability Insurance, Workers Compensation Insurance and Unemployment Insurance.  These insurances had previously been disbursed among approximately ten different accounts.
ARTICLE 24:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Police Department.


Adopted 2009-10:  $373,500

Proposed Budget 2010-11:  
$371,785

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$371,785 

ARTICLE 25:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Fire Department.


Adopted 2009-10:  $113,605

Proposed Budget 2010-11:  
$102,245

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$102,245
Note:  This article provides funds for the operation of the Wilton Fire Department, Fire Chief and Assistant Chiefs’ stipends, and East Dixfield Fire Department support. 
ARTICLE 26:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Public Safety Building.

Adopted 2009-10:  $19,623

Proposed Budget 2010-11: 
  $20,600

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend: 

 
  $20,600
Note:  This article provides funds for maintenance, operation, and repairs at the Wilton Fire/Police Station and East Wilton Fire Station (electricity for the East Wilton Station included in the Recreation Department budget.  
ARTICLE 27:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Northstar Ambulance Subsidy.


Adopted 2009-10:  $26,282  

Proposed Budget 2010-11:  
$28,068

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$28,068
ARTICLE 28.  To see if the town will vote to authorize the Municipal Officers to enter into an agreement with the Town of Dixfield to pay ONE-HALF THE COST OF THE PURCHASE OF A FIRE TRUCK TO BE LOCATED AT THE EAST DIXFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT on such terms as they deem advisable, the total principle not to exceed Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000.00) Dollars, the Town of Wilton’s share not to exceed One Hundred Thousand ($100,000) Dollars.


1.  Total town indebtedness (exclusive of the Water and Sewer Departments),


     including interest:


a.  Notes outstanding and unpaid 
USDA Rural Development  $  32,857.00

b.  Notes outstanding and unpaid
Public Works Trucks  
         $132,308.00






Total


          $153,578.00
             (Note:  the final lease payment for the Public Works Trucks is included in the Highway Budget to be paid this year.  The USDA Rural Development Loan is paid through the Tax Increment Finance funds and not through the town’s tax base.)

2.  At an estimated maximum interest rate of 4.25%, the estimated costs of this note will be:

Estimated Payment Schedule

Year 1 – Principal and Interest


$ 12,991.72 (7 months)


Year 2 – Principal and Interest


   22,271.52


Year 3 – Principal and Interest


   22,271.52


Year 4 – Principal and Interest


   22,271.52


Year 5 – Principal and Interest


   22,271.52


Year 6 – Principal and Interest


     9,279.66  (5 months)







Total
           $111,357.46

3.  Validity:  The validity of the notes and of the voters’ ratification of the notes may not be affected by any error in the above estimates.  If the actual amount of the total debt service for the notes varies from the estimated, the ratification by the electors is nevertheless conclusive and the validity of the notes is not affected by reason of the variance.
Signed_________________________________________


Rhonda L. Irish, Treasurer, Town of Wilton


Selectmen & Finance Committee Recommends:  Yes
Note: Article 28 - The E. Dixfield Fire Department is seeking to replace one of their 30+ year old fire trucks.  They anticipate the cost to a new or used truck to be between $100,000 & $200,000.  The first payment for the truck would not be made before the 2011-12 budget.


ARTICLE 29:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Street and Traffic Lighting.


 Adopted 2009-10:  $51,197

Proposed Budget 2010-11: 
$32,900

 Selectmen Recommend:





$32,900


 Finance Committee Recommends:




$30,000
Note:  This article includes the Town’s street lights, traffic lights and downtown lights.  The proposed budget includes a reduction of street lights from the town’s current 315 lights.
ARTICLE 30:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for water rates for Public Fire Protection.

Adopted 2009-10:  $144,468

Proposed Budget 2010-11:  
$144,468


Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$144,468
Note:  Public Utilities Commission regulations require a portion of water utility revenue to come from public fire protection payments.  In utilities the size of Wilton, this figure is 30%.  The rate tariff under which the town operates requires funds equaling 30% of total water revenue come from so-called “Hydrant rental”.  This article appropriates funds to satisfy that requirement.

ARTICLE 31:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Highway Department.


Adopted 2009-10:  $815,412

Proposed Budget 2010-11:   $795,890 


Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$795,890
Note:  This article provides for Summer Highway, Winter Highway, Sidewalks, and Equipment & Repairs accounts.
ARTICLE 32:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Public Works Building (Town Garage) account.


Adopted 2009-10:  $11,800

Proposed Budget 2010-11:   $11,000


Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$11,000

ARTICLE 33:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Capital Paving.

Adopted 2009-10:  $270,340

Proposed Budget  2010-11
$273,000

Selectmen Recommend:





$250,000


Finance Committee Recommends:




$273,000
Note:  This article provides for all items associated with paving and includes the former Paving and Street Projects account and Highway Reconstruction account.  Proposed paving projects include Farmer Road, W. Schoolhouse Rd., Fenderson Hill (cold mix paving); 9300 ft. on Temple Rd. to complete 2009 project and Temple Rd. (Corey’s to Orchard Dr.), Morrison Hill Rd and beginning of Orchard Drive as funds allow.  This account is recommended by the Selectmen as a Capital account for street paving purposes.  This will be a capital account which will be carried over from year to year in case all of the funds are not expended during the budget year.
ARTICLE 34  :  Shall the Town  (1) approve a capital improvement project for 2011 consisting of the repair and repaving of various roads as determined necessary by the Selectmen, including expenses reasonably related thereto; (2) appropriate a sum not to exceed $500,000 to fund the project; (3) authorize the Town Treasurer and the Chairman of the Selectmen to issue general obligation securities of the Town (including temporary notes in anticipation of the sale thereof) in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $500,000 to fund the appropriation; and (4) delegate to the Treasurer and the Chair the authority and discretion to fix the dates, maturities, interest rates, denominations, calls for redemption (with or without premium), form, and other details of said securities, including authority to execute and deliver the securities on behalf of the Town?

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

1. TOTAL TOWN INDEBTEDNESS

a. Bonds outstanding and unpaid                                       $ 32,857
b. Bonds authorized and unissued                                     $- 0 -

c. Bonds to be issued if this article is approved                 $500,000
2. COSTS

At an estimated maximum interest rate of 4.5% for a five (5) year maturity, the estimated costs for this bond will be:

            Principal                                                                       $500,000

            Interest                                                                         $  76,850  

            Total Debt Service                                                       $576,850
3. VALIDITY

The validity of the bonds and the voters’ ratification of the bonds may not be affected by any error in the above estimates. If the actual amount of the total debt service for the bond issues varies from the estimates, the ratification by the voters is nevertheless conclusive, and the validity of the bond issue is not affected by reason of the variance. 
Signed_________________________________________


Rhonda L. Irish, Treasurer, Town of Wilton

Selectmen Recommend: 

Yes

Finance Committee Recommends:  No
(See explanation note on next page)
5–Year Note Based on November 2011 First Payment

Year 1 – Interest




$ 21,700.00


Year 2 – Principal and Interest


 119,625.00 


Year 3 – Principal and Interest


 115,425.00


Year 4 – Principal and Interest


 111,125.00

Year 5 – Principal and Interest


 106,725.00

Year 6 – Principal and Interest


 102,250.00  







Total
           $576,850.00
Note:  Article 34 would provide for application for funding in Spring 2011 for paving projects to be done in 2011.  The projects would include paving approximately 6 miles of road; repayment of the bond would begin in the 2011/2012 budget (interest only) with the first principle payment in 2012.  The final payment is anticipated to be made in Nov. of 2016.

ARTICLE 35:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Transfer Station and Recycling Department.


Adopted 2009-10:  $308,687
   
Proposed Budget 2010-11: 
$298,625

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$298,625
Note:  This article provides funds for the operation of the Transfer Station and Recycling Center and includes the Town’s share of costs for the Sandy River Recycling Association for processing of recyclables.  It does not provide for funding for any costs or fees associated with trash/recycling collection by private haulers.
ARTICLE 36:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Cemetery Operations.


Adopted 2009-10:  $26,783

Proposed Budget 2010-11: 
$23,650

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$23,650
Note:  This article provides funds for the operation and maintenance of municipally controlled cemeteries, including $600 for the East Wilton Cemetery.  This money provides what is required to maintain the cemeteries beyond what the cemetery trust funds generate.

ARTICLE 37:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for General Assistance.


Adopted 2009-10:  $3,000

Proposed Budget 2010-11: 
$3,500


Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$3,500
ARTICLE 38:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Animal Control.


Adopted 2009-10:  $11,791

Proposed Budget 2010-11:  
$12,500

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$12,500
Note:  This article provides for the Town’s share of the Franklin County Animal Shelter and Animal Control Officer.
ARTICLE 39:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Health Officer.


Adopted 2009-10:  $300

Proposed Budget 2010-11:   $300

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$300
ARTICLE 40:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Wilton Early Childhood Center.


Adopted 2009-10:  $1,200
Proposed Budget 2010-11:  

$1,200


Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$1,200
ARTICLE 41:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Wilton Area Food Pantry. 


Adopted 2009-10:  $2,000
Proposed Budget 2010-11: 

 $2,000


Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend: 


 $2,000 

ARTICLE 42:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Recreation Program.


Adopted 2009-10:  $78,341
Proposed Budget 2010-11:  

$76,133

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$76,133
Note:  This article provides funds to operate the municipal recreation program.  

ARTICLE 43:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Parks and Facilities.


Adopted 2009-10:  $26,663

Proposed Budget 2010-11:  
$26,425

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$24,425
Note:  This article provides funds for the upkeep and maintenance of parks, including grounds care, equipment and structures. Also includes the electricity payments for the East Wilton Fire Station.  
ARTICLE 44:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Wilton Free Public Library.


Adopted 2009-10:  $108,765

Proposed Budget 2010-11:  
$108,675

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$108,675
ARTICLE 45:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Memorial Day.
Adopted 2009-10:  $950

Proposed Budget 2010-11:  
$950

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$950
Note:  This article provides for flags for Veteran’s graves.
ARTICLE 46:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Wilton Blueberry Festival.


Adopted 2009-10:  $2,800

Proposed Budget 2010-11:  
$2,800


Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$2,800
ARTICLE 47:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce.


Adopted 2009-10:  $2,500

Proposed Budget 2010-11:  
$2,500


Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend:  

$2,500
Note:  This article provides membership dues to support the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce, representing the interests of business, cultural, educational, and historical entities in Franklin County.

ARTICLE 48:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate all REVENUES received, that are not dedicated or otherwise appropriated for other expenses, to reduce 2010-11 tax commitment.  Adopted 2009-10:  $1,210,224.00

Estimated amount 2010-11: $1,058,813.00
            Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend: Yes
Note:  This article authorizes the application of non-property tax revenue received from July 1, 2010 until June 30, 2011 to the gross budget appropriation set forth in the previous warrant articles, thereby reducing the property tax impact on the citizens.

ARTICLE 49:  To see what sum the Town will vote to appropriate, up to but not exceeding $180,000 from the Undesignated Fund Balance to reduce the 2010-11 tax commitment.

Selectmen and Finance Committee Recommend: Appropriating up to but not exceeding $180,000
ARTICLE 50:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the full amount of the 2010-11 Beeline Cable Franchise fees, estimated at $20,000, for the benefit of Beeline Cable subscribers, to be expended or allocated at the direction of the Board of Selectmen.


Selectmen Recommend:  Yes
ARTICLE 51:  To see if the Town will vote to set the interest rate paid by the Town on abated taxes at 8% for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2011 pursuant to 36 MRSA, Section 506-A.  

Note:  If taxes are paid and later abated, the Town must refund the abated taxes and pay interest.  The rate set by the Town cannot be less than 8%.

ARTICLE 52:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to overdraft accounts with uncontrollable expenditures when necessary.
ARTICLE 53:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $50,000 from the Undesignated Fund Balance (surplus) to respond to emergency conditions, when the Selectmen determine an emergency exists that threatens people or property.

Note:  If no emergency occurs, the money stays in surplus.


